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This invention relates to a receptacle for a
fountain pen and has special reference to a device
preferably comprising a base for resting on a
desk and a receptacle for holding a fountain pen
in a desired position relative thereto for conven-
ience in use and in storage.

More particularly, this invention relates to a
receptacle for a fountain pen having a shoulder
at the lower end of the holder thereof comprising
an open-ended socket having an annular seat in
the bore and intermediate the ends thereof pro-
viding upper and lower communicating cham-
bers, the seat engaging the shoulder of the holder
of the fountain pen to substantially seal the pen
nib and exposed ink feeding means of the foun-
tain pen in the lower chamber. An operating
head telescopically engages the open end of the
socket for movement relative thereto and has an
axial opening through which the writing point
end of the fountain pen extends, there being
means associated with the operating head and ac-
tuated thereby to engage behind the shoulder
and to urge a positive engagement thereof with
the seat upon manual adjustment of the operat-
ing head in which the engaging means normally
permits free access of the fountain pen into and
out of the socket.

The primary use of the present invention is in
the office or other place where the need for a
ready pen is frequent and the elimination of
the usual cap for a fountain pen, which is either
screw threaded or is of a tight fit, affords great
convenience and results in a substantial saving of
time and effort. It is essential in such a device to
provide for the free insertion and removal of the
fountain pen during the freguent daily use there-
of, although it is desirable at times during sub-
stantial periods of inactivity, to prevent the re-
moval of the fountain pen from its position in the
receptacle and to effect a positive seal thereof.

Tn most desk stands on the market today, the
receptacle is hingedly or pivotally mounted and
it is just as desirable to lock the fountain pen
in an upright position in readiness for use as it
is to lock the fountain pen in its receptacle when
pivoted to a position flat on the base in readiness
for storing. It is also desirable to provide a very
simple and convenient movement for effecting
the locking of the fountain pen in the receptacle
and all of these features are desirably accom-
plished in the present construction.

One of the objects of this invention is to pro-
vide a receptacle for a desk set of the type indi-
cated above in which a fountain pen is freely
insertable into the recepfacle to rest by its own

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

weight on the shoulder therein to effect a sub-
stantial seal of the writing point and exposed
ink feeding mechanism and is freely removable
for use in writing, & manual movement of an
operating head preventing the removal of the
fountain pen from the receptacle and effecting a
positive seal of the chamber housing the pen nib
and exposed ink feeding means when desired.

Other objects and advantages of this inven-
tion will hereinafter be more particularly pointed
out and, for a more complete understanding of
the characteristic features of this invention, ref-
erence may now be had to the following descrip=-
tion when taken together with the accompanying
drawing, in which latter:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a fountain
pen desk stand incorporating & receptacle em-
bodying the features of this invention;

Pig. 2 is a central vertical sectional view of the
receptacle separated from the base and showing
in elevation a portion of fountain pen inserted
therein, the holding means for the fountain pen
being shown in an operative condition with the
fountain pen locked in the socket;

‘Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing a
changed position of the fountain pen holding
means, the holding means allowing the pen to
be freely removable from the receptacle; and

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the holding
means for the fountain pen.

Referring now more particularly to the draw-
ing, a base 0 is provided and may be of any
material preferably a decorative material such as
plate glass, onyx, of the like. The base may be
formed into various shapes and of various sizes
and of such weight as to lend sufficient stability
to support a receptacle 11 and fountain pen (2
in any inclined relation thereto.

The receptacle I} is formed preferably of a
pyroxylin product or of other well-known mold-
ing compositions, the socket {{ being open ended
and having a seat {3 intermediate the ends there-
of providing upper and lower communicating
chambers. The seat {3, as shown in the drawing,
may comprise an annular band of rubber or may
be formed of the same material as the receptacle
and integrally therewith.

An operating head (4 is disposed at the upper
end of the socket Il and has telescopic engage-
ment with the open end thereof for movement
relative thereto. Such movement may he either
a relatively rotary movement, or movement in
the direction of the axes thereof or, as is shown
in the drawing, the movement may be both rotary
and in the direction of the axes. The operating
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head is in the form of a collar having a central
flared opening {5 through which the writing point

end of the fountain pen extends to seat in the
socket.

The upper chamber of the socket {§ is in- -

ternally threaded over a portion 6 thereof, the
wall of the upper chamber converging from the
threaded portion in the direction of the seat
13 to form a taper or cam portion i7. The
juncture of the converging wall of the upper
chamber with the wall or bore of the lower
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chamber provides a shoulder against which rests

the annular seat or band (3.
A ring (8, preferably formed of a relatively
thin sheet metal, is fixedly secured to the op-
- erating head 14, the inner bore of the ring be-
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ing coextensive with the flared opening {5 of »

the operating head. The end of the operating -

head opposite the flared open end is undercut
as at 19 to receive in the recess formed thereby
the upper end of the socket i{, the ring {8 ex-
tending within the bore of the socket. The ring
i8 is provided with external threads 28 for
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engaging the internally threaded portion i6 of

- the socket [l whereby, upon manual rotation
of the operating head {4, the ring in its threaded
engagement with the threads of the upper cham-

-ber of the socket 1 moves the operating head

“and ring in the direction of the axes of the pen

‘holder 12 and the socket 1{.

Resilient fingers 21, as shown more particularly
in Fig, 4, depend from the ring {8 adjacent the
threaded porfion 28 thereof within the upper
chamber of the socket. These fingers are pref-
erably formed integraliy with the ring 18 al-
though, of course, they may be separately formad.
Each of the fingers is provided with an enlarged
head 22, the outer wall 23 of which is tapered
‘at an inclination corresponding to the tapered
wall 17 of the upper chamber. The co-operating
tapered walls i7 and 23 form co-operating cam
means for operating the fingers 22 radially in-
wardly and for permitting an outward move-
ment thereof during the relative movement be~
tween the operating head {4 and the socket {1
in the direction of the axes thereof.

The resiliency of the fingers 21 nomally urges
the fingers to occupy a predetermined position,
‘such as is shown in Fig. 3, to permit free access
of the fountain pen into and out of the socket
[i. The co-operating cam means, indicated by
the walls IT and 23, positively effect adjustment
of the fingers against the resiliency thereof to
engage behind a shoulder 24 and urge engage-
ment thereof with the upper shoulder of the
seat {3 upon manual adjustment of the operat-
ing head. As shown in Fig. 2, the operating
head has been manually rotated to cause move-
ment in the direction of the axis of the operat-
ing head (4 and the socket (i, the resilient
fingers being engaged behind the shoulder 24 at
the end of the fountain pen {2 to prevent re-
moval of the fountain pen from the socket. 'The
shoulder of the fountain pen is thus positively
engaged on the seat {3.

It is desirable to effect a seal of the pen nib
25 and exposed ink feeding mechanism 26
whether or not the fountain pen is actually
locked in the receptacle. Without a holding
means for urging the end of the fountain pen
holder against the seat, it is necessary that the
pen. rest by its own weight on the shoulder to
effect a sealing of the pen nib and exposed ink
feeding means. It is also desirable to have some
clearance between the fountain pen holder and
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the openings through which the fountain pen
holder extends. Providing that the seat {3 is
at right angles to the axis of the receptacle and
the receptacle is inclined relative to the base
on which it is supported for convenience in use,
the pen holder will normally seek to rest against
a portion of the wall of the bore of the receptacle
and this will throw the fountain pen out of axial
alignment with respect to the receptacle with the
result that the end of the holder dees not en-
gage the entire periphery of the seat. In order

-to compensate for the tilting of the fountain

pen holder out of axial relationship with the
socket, the end of the pen holder is preferably
provided with a tapered peripheral wall 271 for
engagement with the preferably square shoulder
of the annular band {3. In this manner the seal

-is effective irrespective of the coaxial relation of

the fountain pen with the socket within such
limits as are prescribed by the opening of the
operating head {4.

In the operation of the construction above de-
scribed, the fountain pen having a shoulder at
the lower end thereof is inserted through the
opening of the operating head {4 and through
the opening of the ring and the depending fingers
thereof to engage the seat i3 in order that the
lower chamber of the socket be substantially
sealed to the atmosphere to provide against dry-
ing of the writing fluid in the pen nib 25 and
In Fig. 3, the de-
pending fingers 21 are open to permit ready ac-
cess of the fountain pen into and out of the
receptacle, the resiliency of the fingers normally
urging the fingers to occupy a predetermined po-.
sition permitting such free access. Where the
need for a ready pen is frequent, this condition
may obtain over a substantial period and the
fountain pen rests by its own weight on the
shoulder or seat to effect a substantial seal of

" the writing point.
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During substantial periods of inactivity and
during the storage of the desk set it is desirable
to prevent the removal of the fountain pen or to
prevent its becoming accidentally dislodged from

" the socket. 'The locking of the fountain pen in
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bosition within the socket by movement of the
fingers 21 in the direction of the axis of the
holder and socket, besides merely preventing re-
moval or accidental dislodgement of the fountain
pen from the socket, also effects a positive seal
of the pen nib and exposed ink feeding mech-
anism. Such locking is positive, the fingers be-
ing moved in the direction of the seat and ra-
dially inwardly against the resiliency thereof by

" & positive force in the nature of the tapered wall

17. When it is desired to release the fountain
pen from its locked condition the operating head
{4 is manually rotated and the resiliency of the
fingers normally urge the fingers radially out-
wardly as permitted by the tapered wall {1.

A rotative movement of the operating head
manually in one direction locks the fountain pen
in position on its seat to effect a positive seal
of the writing point and a rotative movement in
the other direction of the operating head releases
the fountain pen so that it may be removed and
replaced freely as desired for writing., It is only
necessary that the operating head be rotated but
a portion of a complete revolution and it may
be desirable,.as is shown in the drawing, to pro-
vide a pin 28 at the upper portion of the socket
for fixed relation therewith, the pin -extending
beyond the inner wall of the socket to engage a
slot 28 in-the sleeve 18, the slot extending but a




2,241,852

portion of the distance around the sleeve {8 and
being tapered corresponding to the pitch of the
threads of the ring 18 and socket portion 6.

While but a single embodiment of this inven-
tion is herein shown and described, it is to be
understood that various modifications thereof
may be apparent to those skilled in the art with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of this
invention and,; therefore, the same is only to be
limited by the scope of the prior art and the
appended claims.

I claim:

1. In 5 receptacle for a fountain pen having a
shoulder at the lower end of the holder thereof,
an open ended socket having an annular seat in
the bore and intermediate the ends thereof pro-
viding uppsr and lower communicating cham-
bers, said seat engaging the shoulder of the
holder of said fountain pen to substantially seal
the pen nib and exposed ink feeding means of
said fountain pen in said lower chamber, an oper-
ating head telescopically engaging the open end
of said socket for movement relative thereto, said
operating head having an axial opening through

which the writing point end of said fountain pen.

xtends, and means associated with said operat-
ing head and actuated thereby to engage behind
said shoulder and to urge a positive engagement
thereof with said seat upon manual adjustment
of said operating head, said means normally per-
mitting free access of said fountain pen into and
out of said socket.
2. In a receptacle for a fountain pen having a
shculder at the lower end of the holder therecf

with a tapered peripheral wall, an open ended :

socket having an annular seat in the bore and
intermediate the ends thereof providing upper
and lower communicating chambers, said seat en-
gaging the fapered peripheral wall of said shoul-
der of the holder of said fountain pen to sub-
stantially seal the pen nib and exposed ink feed-
ing means of said fountain pen in said lower
chamber, an operating head telescopically engag-
ing the open end of said socket for movement
relative thereto, said operating head having an
axial opening through which the writing point
end of said fountain pen extends and said seal
being effective irrespective of the coaxial relation
of said fountain pen with said socket within
limits prescribed by the opening of said operating
head, and means associated with said operating
head and actuated thereby to engage behind said
shoulder and to urge a positive engagement there-
of with said seat upon manual adjustment of said
operating head, said means normally permitting
free access of said fountain pen into and out of
said socket.

3. In a receptacle for a fountain pen having a
shoulder at the lower end of the holder thereof,
an open ended socket having a radially inwardly
extending annular seat in the bore and inter-
mediate the ends thereof providing upper and
lower communicating chambers, said seat engag-
ing the shoulder of the holder of said fountain
pen to substantially seal the pen nib and ex-
posed ink feeding means of said fountain pen in
said lower chamber, an operating head tele-
scopically engaging the open end of said socket
for movement relative thereto, said operating
head having an axial opening through which the
writing point end of said fountain pen extends,
and downwardly extending resilient fingers asso-
ciated with said operating head and actuated
thereby to engage behind said shoulder and to
urge a positive engagement thereof with said
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seat upon manual adjustment of said operating
head, said fingers normally permitting free access
of said fountain pen into and out of said socket.

4. In a receptacle for a fountain pen having a
shoulder at the lower end of the holder thereof,
an open ended socket having an annular seat in
the bore and intermediate the ends thereof pro-
viding upper and lower communicating chambers,
said seat engaging the shoulder of the holder of
said fountain pen to substantially seal the pen
nib and exposed ink feeding means of said foun-
tain pen in said lower chamber, an operating head
telescopically engaging the open end of said
socket for movement relative therefo, said oper-
ating head having an axial opening through
which the writing point end of said fountain pen
extends, a ring fixed to said operating head, re-
silient fingers depending from said ring within
said upper chamber, the resiliency of said fingers
normally urging said fingers to occupy a predeter-
mined position permitting free access of said
fountain pen into and out of said socket, and
means in said socket cooperating with said oper-
ating head for positively effecting adjustment of
said fingers against the resiliency thereof fo en-
gage behind said shoulder and to urge engage-
ment thereof with said seat upon manual adjust-
ment of said operating head to prevent removal of
said fountain pen from said socket.

5. In a receptacle for a fountain pen having
a shoulder at the lower end of the holder there-
of, an open ended socket having an annular seat
in the bore and intermediate the ends thereof
providing upper and lower communicating cham-
bers, said seat engaging the shoulder of the
holder of said fountain pen to substantially seal
the pen nib and exposed ink feeding means of
said fountain pen in said lower chamber and
said upper chamber being internally threaded,
an operating head telescopically engaging the
open end of said socket for movement relative
thereto, said operating head having an axial
opening through which the writing point end
oi said fountain pen extends, an externally
threaded ring fixed to said operating head and
having threaded engagement with the internal
threads of said upper chamber, resilient fingers
depending from said ring, the resiliency of said
fingers normally urging said fingers to occupy
a. predetermined position permitting free access
of said founfain pen into and out of said socket,
and means in said soccket cooperating with said
operating head for positively effecting adjust-
ment of said fingers against the resiliency there-
of to engage behind said shoulder and to urge
engagement therecf with said seat upon manual
threaded adjustment of said operating head to
prevent removal of said fountain pen from said
socket. :

6. In a receplacle for a fountain pen having a
sheulder at the lower end of the holder thereof,
an open ended socket having an annular seat
in the bore and intermediate the ends thereof
providing upper and lower communicating cham-
bers, said seat engaging the shoulder of the hold-
er of said fountain pen to substantially seal the
pen nib and exposed ink feeding means of said
fountain pen in said Jower chamber with the
wall of the upper chamber converging in the di-
rection of said seat, an operating head tele-
scopically engaging the open end of said socket
for movement relative thereto, said operating
head having an axial opening through which the
writing point end of said fountain pen extends,
depending resilient fingers associated with said
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operating head, the resiliency of said fingers nor-
mally urging said fingers to occupy a predeter-
mined position permitting free access of said
fountain pen into and out of said socket, said
converging wall cooperating with the movement
of said operating head positively effecting ad-
justment of said fingers against the resiliency
thereof to engage behind said shoulder and to
urge engagement thereof with said seat upon
manual adjustment of said operating head to
prevent removal of said fountain pen from said
socket.

7. In a receptacle for a fountain pen having a

shoulder at the lower end of the holder thereof,
' an open ended socket having an annular seat in
the bore and intermediate the ends thereof pro-
viding upper and lower communicating cham-
. bers, said seat engaging the shoulder of the hold-
er of said fountain pen to substantially seal the
pen nib and exposed ink feeding means of said
. fountain pen in said lower chamber, an operating
. head telescopically engaging the open end of
said socket for movement relative thereto, said
operating head having an axial opening through
which the writing point end of said fountain pen
extends. resilient means associated with said op-
erating head, the resiliency of said means nor-
mally urging said means to occupy a predeter-
mined position permitting free access of said
" fountain pen into and out of said socket, and
cooperating cam means in the bore of said up-
per chamber and on said resilient means actu-
ated by movement of said operating head for
positively effecting adjustment of said means
against the resiliency thereof, to engage behind
. said shoulder and to urge engagement thereof
. with said seat upon manual adjustment of said
operating head to prevent removal of said foun-
tain pen from said socket,

8. In a receptacle for a fountain pen having a
shoulder at the lower end of the holder thereof,
an open ended socket having an annular seat
in the bore and intermediate the ends thereof
providing upper and lower communicating cham-
- bers, said seat engaging the shoulder of the hold-
. er of said fountain pen to substantially seal the
pen nib and exposed ink feeding means of said
fountain pen in said lower chamber, an operating
head telescopically engaging the open end of said
socket for movement relative thereto, said oper-
- ating head having an axial opening through
which the writing point end of said fountain pen
. extends, depending resilient fingers associated
with said operating head the resiliency of said
fingers normally urging said fingers to occupy
a predetermined position permitting free access
. of said fountain pen into and out of said socket,
and cooperating cam means on said fingers and
- on said socket actuated by said operating head
for positively effecting adjustment of said fingers
against the resiliency thereof to engage behind
said shoulder and to urge a positive engagement
thereof with said seat upon manual adjustment
of said operating head to prevent removal of said
fountain pen from said socket.
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9. In a receptacle for a fountain pen having a
shoulder at the lower end of the holder thereof,
an open ended socket having an annular seat in
the bore and intermediate the ends thereof pro-
viding upper and lower communicating cham-
bers, said seat engaging the shoulder of the hold-
er of said fountain pen to substantially seal the
pen nib and exposed ink feeding means of said
fountian pen in said lower chamber with the
wall of the upper chamber tapering in a direc-
tion of said seat, an operating head telescopically
engaging the open end of said socket for move-
ment relative thereto, said operating head hav-
ing an axial opening through which the writing
point end of said fountain pen extends, a ring as-
sociated with said operating head, resilient fin-
gers depending from said ring within said upper
chamber, the resiliency of said fingers normally
urging said fingers to occupy a predetermined
position permitting free access of said fountain
pen into said socket, an enlarged head on each
of said fingers, each of said heads having a ta-
pered wall corresponding to the taper of the wall
of said upper chamber for engagement therewith
for positively effecting adjustment of said fingers
against the resiliency thereof to engage behind
said shoulder and to urge engagement thereof
with said seat upon manual adjustment of said
operating head to prevent removal of said foun-
tain pen from said socket.

10. In a receptacle for a fountain pen having
a shoulder at the lower end of the holder there-
of, an open ended socket having an annular seat
in the bore and intermediate the ends thereof
providing upper and lower communicating cham-
bers, said seat engaging the shoulder of the hold-
er of said fountain pen to substantially seal the
pen nib and exposed ink feeding means of said
fountain pen in said lower chamber with the wall
of said chamber being tapered from a threaded
portion thereof in the direction of said seat, an

.operating head telescopically engaging the open

end of said socket for movement relative thereto.
said operating nead having an axial opening
through which the writing point end of said
fountain pen extends, an externally threaded
ring fixed to said operating head and having
threaded engagement with the threads of said
upper chamber, resilient fingers depending from
said ring within said upper chamber, the resil-
iency of said fingers normally urging said fingers
to occupy a predetermined position permitting
free access of said fountain pen into said socket,
an enlarged head on each of said fingers, each
of said heads having a tapered wall correspond-
ing to the taper of the wall of said upper cham-
ber for engagement therewith for positively ef-
fecting adjustment- of said fingers against the
resiliency thereof to engage behind said shoulder
and to urge engagement thereof with said seat
upon manual threaded adjustment of said op-.

erating head to prevent removal of said fountain
pen irom said socket.

WALTER J. GUENTHER.




